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ABBEY Of ST. MARY DE URSO, BKOGHEDA. 

The "Old Abbey,* anciently the Abbey of St. Mary 
de Urao.or AuguBtmian Convent, is situated on the north 
side of the river Boyne, in the town of Drogheda, imme- 
diately within West Gate. We have no authentic docu- 
ments of its first foundation, but the general opinion 
ascribes its origin to St. Patrick; and the particulars are 
traditionally related as follows : 

In the year 443, St. Patrick, having founded the Abbey 
of Louth, and spent a portion of his time at Ard-Patrick, 
situated eastward of that town, determined to visit Tarah, 
then the residence of the Irish monarch ; and his route 
lying through Tredagh, (Drogheda,) on his approach 
to that town, the fame of his sanctity flying before him, 
induced many of the inhabitants, then Pagans, to go out 
to meet him ; which they accordingly did, at a place still 
called Clough-Patrick, about two miles from Drogheda, 
on the Colion road. Here the holy man preached the 
tidings of salvation to them, standing on a large stone, 
which is yet preserved, a»d ■■retains the impression of his 
knees and crozier,-once believed to be miraculous, but 
which, it is how thought, was chiselled on its surface by 
fiome of his converts, to commemorate the event. After 
this, advancing to Drogheda, he here, (where the Abbey 
is situated,) finding a well, proceeded to baptize those 
who were desirous of receiving that rite; and subse- 
quently founded, contiguous to it, this monastery, in which 
he placed some of his disciples ; for it seems to have been 
his invariable practice, to settle some of his brethren as 
missionaries, in every promising situation where they 
might water the good seed he had sown, by their precept 
and example — and to this practice do we owe almost all 
the religious establishments in Ireland ; and as baptism 
was then, as now, the seal of admission into the Christian 
church, these societies were, in all cases where practica- 
ble, planted near the wells first used; and hence the ori- 
gin of holy wells, so abundant in Ireland, This well still 
gives name to Patrick's-well lane, but has been closed up 
some time since, and the water conducted by pipes to a 
pumg erected in the rere of the Linen Hall. 

Saint Patrick's Convent, like all other similar erections 
then in Ireland, was constructed of wattles, as we hove 
an account of one of the brotherhood being expelled for 
drawing a wattle out of the roof to defend himself against 
some persons who had assaulted him. 

The next notice we have of this convent is a. n. 758, 
in which year Cuan, the grandson of Bessan, and scribe 
of Trevet, called also *' Cuannain O'Breftair, the remarka- 
ble scribe of Trevet," (a monastery in the County of 
Meath, three miles south-east of Tarah,) died here. 

Cardinal Papero, the pope's legate, held a synod here 
A, D. 1152; and shortly after, "Ariilave, the abbott, was 
expelled for his sacrilegious crimes. He was afterwards 
chosen abbott of Maghbile, now Moville, in the County 
of Down; and in the year 1170, in conjunction with 
Eochadha, king of Ulidea, and some of his people, drove 
the abbott and monks of Saul out of the abbey, which 
had been built by themselves, and plundered them of 
their books, vestments, and other furniture, with their 
herds, flocks, and all their goods whatsoever. But this 
wicked action did not pass unpunished ; for on the same 
Thursday in the ensuing year, Eochadha and his followers 
fell by the hand of a much inferior enemy; and the king, 
being-desperately wounded, was on the Thursday after 
murdered by his own brother at Down, the place where 
this wicked deed was conceived and concluded upon. 
flu> these ecclesiastical historians, tender ofthe charac- 
ter of the church, do not tell us what was the fate of Am- 
laire." What a melancholy picture does this extract 
present of the state of society at that time i 

About the year 1206, Ursus de Suamel, with the con- 
sent of Christiana his wife, founded, without the west gate, 
the Hospital of St* Mary de Urso, for the maintenance of 
the poor and sick, for the support of which he granted 
all his possessions in Ireland, viz. — the ground on which 
thB Hospital was erected, containing forty acres, anil the 
lands of Kilnier, the Hospital paying thereout to the kino- 
half an ounce of gold yearly, in lieu of all rent and se£ 
we? y that parcel of land in the mountains which he 



also held of the king, at the yearly rent of ten shilling* 
for all services; together with several rents, &c. arising 
from tenements in the town of Drogheda ; and farther 
gave after his decease, the election of keeper of this Hos- 
pital to the good men of Drogheda; and ordered that the 
said keeper should not in any case be called prior, but 
custos, or guardian, and should at all times be removable 
for misbehaviour — witness Eugene, Archbishop of Armagh. 

The Cross Bearers, following the rule of St. Augustus, 
were afterwards introduced here, but at what period is 
uncertain. 

It is probable the original monastery of St. Patrick had 
gone to decay ; for we find that in the year 1240 a con- 
vent of Minorites was erected on its site ; and from a tomb 
of the Darcies of Platten being placed in the centre of 
the choir, it is supposed they were the re-edifiers ; though 
some give that honor to the family of Plunket. 

The year 1300 is remarkable in the annals of this ab- 
bey; for we find that in that year Hamund the Butcher 
having slain his wife, took sanctuary in this church by 
night, and did there abjure the land; and in the same 
year, Richard Deblett, Robert Savage, and John Bole, 
having effected their escape out of the prison of the town, 
also took sanctuary here, and did likewise abjure the 
realm ; and Thomas le Morson, having killed John de 
Myddjeton, availed himself of this privilege, and here, 
secure from all danger of arrests, he also abjured the land ; 
and it is also recorded, that during the same period, Mar- 
tin of Termonfeighan, having slain Laurence de Hell in 
the dwelling house of the master of the Priory of St. 
Laurence, immediately took sanctuary in this church. 

These privileges of sanctuary were probably derived 
from the Jewish cities of refuge; and from the above in- 
stances it is evident, were greatly abused. The ceremony 
of abjuration was as follows ;— 

By the common law of England, if a person guilty of 
any felony, excepting sacrilege, fled to a church or church- 
yard for sanctuary, he might within forty days afterwards 
go clothed in sackcloth before the coroner, confess the 
full particulars of his guilt, and take an oath to abjure the 
kingdom for ever, and not^ to return without the king's 
license. Upon making his confession and taking this 
oath, he became ipso facto attainted of the felony ; he had 
forty days from the day of his appearance before the co- 
roner to prepare for his departure; and the coroner 
assigned him such port as he chose for his embarkation, 
to which he was bound to repair immediately, with a cross 
in his hand, and embark with all convenient speed. If he 
did not go immediately out of the kingdom, or afterwards 
returned to it, he was condemned to be hanged, unless he 
happened to be a clerk, in which case he was allowed be- 
nefit of clergy. By the statute 21 James I. cap. 28, all 
privileges of sanctuary, and abjuration consequent upon 
it, were entirely abolished. 

But to return to our annals — In the year 1530 the river 
Boyne overflowed its banks, and did considerable injury 
to this monastery ; and in 1559 a general chapter of the 
order was held in it ; and we are told that the Bran- 
dons did afterwards repair this house, which was the head 
of a wardenship. 

In 1377, the prior, John £mwell, together with John 
Messyngham and Allan Carge, both brothers of this house, 
and Stephen Hameton, the chaplain, were indicted for 
assaulting and wounding William Ashe, of the town of 
Drogheda, and robbing him of a knife, value six pence, 
but were acquitted by the jury. 

In 1519, the Observantine friars reformed this monas« 
tery; and on the 20th of March, 51st Henry VIII. Rich- 
ard Molane, the last guardian, surrendered it, with all its 
possessions, into the king's hands, who granted it to the 
mayor and corporation of Drogheda. 

The only parts remaining of this once extensive abbey 
are the tower, the chancel-arch, and a smaller Gothic 
arch to the west, now forming part of the gable of a stable, 
with a few fragments of walls in the adjoining yards and 
enclosures. The church was very extensive, the area of 
the nave measuring 150 feet by 50. The tower is not as 
lofty as Magdalene's, before described ; but the arch is conn 
siderably wider, and spans the lane called Abbcy-lanC| 
which is now conducted under it through the nave, 



